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TO THE MOST REVEREND 


Wir IIA Lord Archbiſhop of Tork 


A N D 


PRIMATE OF ENGLAND. 


MY LORD, 


As I know not to whom but to you, my 


DIOCESAN, I can with equal propriety take the liberty of 
dedicating the following Attempt to render perfectly intelligible 
and unexceptionable to the moſt limited, as well as more enlarged 
capacities, ſome theological Topics of Enquiry univerſally intereſt- 
ing—momentous; ſo neither can I doubt of its being peruſed 
by your Grace with all thoſe candid allowances which cannot but. 
flow from the breaſt of one in whom, added to the tranſcen- 
dent greatneſs of the effab/i/hed Chriſtian and moral man, are hap- 


pily united the SCHOLAR, the loyal SUBJECT, the benevolent | 


and 8 PRELATE. 


Wiſhing your Grace a long enjoyment of health, and every 
other deſirable poſſeſſion i in life, I remain, 


MY LORD, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 
Fermyn Street, 8 
June 4, 1782. 


CA PEL. BERROW. 
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SECOND THOUGHTS, 
Sr. Oe. Ce. 


* HEN God, ſays the Tranſlator, is ſaid to predetermine and fore - 

ce ordain all things according to the council of his will, the 

« importance of the expreſſion is, that all things depend on 
e God, as much as if he had ſettled them according to a certain /cheme 
« or deſign, which he had voluntarily framed in his own mind, without 
te regard had to any other conſideration, than his mere will and pleaſure 
< that theſe attributes are aſcribed to him by way of analogy and compari- 
c ſon, as love, Wercy and other paſſions,” | 


—» 


A mode of reaſoning this, in which, by a critical enquiry e into the 
etymological import of the word wxpge, termed in Engliſh, to predeſtinate; 
I am lead at laſt to allow, that there lies a greater ſhew of propriety than 
I could at firſt deduce from it; the verb =z«*px* being a Syriac term, ſig- 
nifying to brand or ſet a mark (ſuch. as ſhepherds do with an hot branding 
iron, containing the initials of the owner's name, upon the bodies of the 
ſheep under their care) with which they are, from time to time, turned 
into their reſpective pens or ſheep-folds. In alluſion to which practice, 
fays our Saviour, 7 am the good ſbepberd, and know my ſheep, and am known 
of mine; ſuch as are thoſe who come under the ſcripture appellation of 
wpooprrberrecs in the predeftinated, the ele#, viz. the firſt converted Chriſ- 
tianized Jews. And other ſbeep I have (continues our Saviour) which are 
not - of this flock; meaning by them, as I apprehend, the Gentile world— 
thoſe to whom our Saviour alludes, when he ſays, Matt. viii. 11, 

X | B For 
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2. | SECOND THOUGHTS on " the 


| 4 5 Fr For F lay unto ou, that many ſhall come from the ea, and from the weſ, 
I. and ſhall fit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 


— — — 
W 


. 


1 But the children of the 1 i. e. children born of thoſe parents 

| to whom the kingdom originally belonged, viz. thoſe Jews, who, agree- . 
ably to our Saviour's prophecy, were to be caft out; ſuch as are thoſe 
enobuuaju, thoſe rejected and diſperſed Jews of the preſent day, wait- 
ing the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, Epheſ. i. 14—the admupe, 
the non ſatis probati, the as yet, unapproved, of the tribe of Iſrael; theſe, 
ſays our Saviour, S eerrat us vo oxores, ſhall be caſt out into utter darkneſs, 
Matt. viii. 12. i. e. ſhall be in a ſtate moſt remote from /pirituat gratifi- 
cations, replete with nought but weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth—alluding to St. Peter's energetic mode of reaſoning with thoſe of 
the circumciſion, to whom is directed his ſecond epiſtle, penned with a view 
of directing their attention to God's dealings with the ſullen race of Adam, 
from their firſt expulſion from heaven into this diverſified vale of miſery, 
man's terreſtrial abode; an aſſured opening to a juſt recompence of reward, 
. in that ſtate, where he Lord ſhall wipe away all tears from all faces. can 

AL to which rock the ee Ezekiel, N xxxvii. v. 21. 


' 


* Thus faith the Lord God, 

« Behold I will take the children of Iſrael from among 1 W 
e whither they be gone, and will gather them on every ſide, and bring 
te them into their own land upon the mountains of Ifrael, and one king 
ce ſhall be king to them all; and they ſhall be no more two nations, 
te neither ſhall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all. 

23. Neither ſhall they defile themſelves any more with their idols, 
ee.“ 


So far down then we find ſcripture prophecies concerning a part of the 
3 ſons of men, without regard had to any other conſideration, than his own will 
* and plegſure, and with no concluſion, deducible from the events, in juſtifi- 
cation of any interpretation of thoſe ſcripture terms, predęſtination, election, 
or reprobation, than what is merely analogical, or comparative. "ts 
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- But how does this idea, with reſpect to their matters, quadrate, perhaps 
you will ſay, with God's declaration to Jeremiah? © Before I formed thee 
c in the belly I knew thee, and before thou caineſt out of thy mother I 
te pave thee wiſdom, c. i. 5.” An expreſs declaration this of God to the 
prophet, that before his (the prophet's) entrance into the womb, he (the 
Almighty) had foreordained him to the office to which he had called him, in 
like manner as were Joſias, Cyrus, John the Baptiſt, co-operating inſtru- 
ments foreordained of God for conducting the goſpel plan of univerſal re- 
demption. 


And again, how are the Archbiſhop's ſentiments reconcilable with the 

tenor of the apoſtle's eighth chapter to the Romans; an epiſtle penned 

with a particular view to adminiſter conſolation to ſome, who were then 
labouring under affliftion, in conſequence of their zeal for the chriſtian 

cauſe, and the method taken for the purpoſe being—what ? why a decla- 

ration in expreſs terms, that they were not. afflicted by chance, nor yet for 

their purpoſed deſtruction, but from a preordained, preconcerted intention of 5 

Heaven, to render their tranſient ſufferings here conducive to a future 

emolument ſpiritual and everlaſting. 


28. For we know, ſays he, that all things work together for good to 
them who love God, to them who are called according to his pur- 


£ 


29. For whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be 0% % „ 
formed to the image of his Son, that he "might be the firſt born 
among many brethren. 


N. B. Moreover, whom he did foreknow he alſo did predeſtinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, i. e. as ſay the Aſſembly of divines 
upon the paſſage, whom he did foreknow he alſo foreordaintd to a con- 
formity both in grace and glory with his Son their head; as the firſt 
born was wont to be in all families among that people. Coloſl: i. 
7 15—18—And. this by way of analogy, ſays the Archbiſhop, and 
with great propriety I think; for e eee, the preterperfet?, is uſed _ = 
1 the preſent tenſe, intentionally to intimate that God's providence = 
operated = 
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4 "© SECOND THOUGHTS 
pohperated then, as it did from the foundation of the world, from the 
118 very beginning of things, and will continue to do invariably forever, 
= | in favour of thofe who act in conformity to the rectitude of his will 
and proceedings among men; to elucidate which. poſition the preter- 

Perfelt is, as I ſaid, uſed to repreſent the then preſent, or any ſubſe- 

quent eventual proceedings of divine providence, as neceſſary conſe- 
| | quences of an eternal unoriginated cauſe of all cauſes and effects 
1 | whatever, 1. e. a perennial ſtream of mercy and compaſſion, the 
z Be fountain head of which is God. And how comfortable a conſideration 
ns this to thoſe who are the wanxra, tbe called of God, reſting aſſured, 
| as they juſtly may, that, in proportion to their ſufferings in this 
world, will be their reſpective tewards in the next. 


** These, ſuch as theſe, are the ſcripture #ppotwrc, the predeſtinated, the 
ele, thoſe whom God is pleafed to mark for his own; theſe the types of 
= him their great antitype, who was himſelf made perfet—by what means ? 


by ſufferings. 
„ K 


"I | The reverſe to theſe, with reſpe& to their ſituation in life, are thoſe 
| who, being tried, lite as filver is tried, by the fiery furnace of affliction, and 
\ remaining till unapproved, i. e. unpurified, are the authors, the ſole authors 
p of their calamities, be they more or leſs, and are thoſe whom the apoſtle 
18 juſtly ranks among the apa, the tried, and (on trial) diſapproved of; in 
a contradiſtinction to the ware zare x Ow ..- thoſe tried and approved 
> | of, viz, the ele according to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, 


And herein conſiſts the true /cripture docttine of pradiftincdion, deftion, 
and reprobation. 


With reſpect to to the nature and duration of future puniſhments, as ſet forth 
in the ſacred pages, that is evidently determinable ſolely by the import of 
the term ain, which implies, as J have, I imagine, elfe where ſufficiently 
evinced, a limited duration only -a truth corroborated by che goſpel pro- 
miſes of a future general reſtitution of all things; concerning which, ſee the 
following account from Origen, as eps rome cl the late pious Biſhop 
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E myſtery of the re/urreFion, fays he, is this, that we ſhall be cloathed 
with ethereal bodies; that after long periods of time thoſe who ſhall 
have been conſigned to future torments will be delivered from thoſe tor- 
ments, and become inhabitants of ſuch regions of the univerſe as their 
natures fit them for; that the earth after its conflagration ſhall ' become 

habitable again, and be the manſion of men and animals, &c. and chat in 
eternal viciſſitudes. | ef ms Fd) bet 5 
Firſt, The myſtery of the 7gſurrection is this, that we ſhalt be cloathed 

with etbereal bodies. %%%” ĩ 888 1 


What is the truth in this opinion muſt be learned; fays'the author of 
chis diſcourſe, from the faith and doctrine of the goſpel, of which it is to 
eminent an article, the great g of our holy faith and obedience; and 
* 5 | : 1 ON P: * 3 oe 333 . 4 
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Wn Dis couRxsE concerning ORIGEN, 


63 


the 5 Evangelical myſtery, fo be as it reſpects our good and advan- 


age, is for the recovery of mankind to this high pitch of felicity'; and the 


pious father does moſt willingly reſolve his belief in this opinion into the 
ſentence of thoſe infallible writings. But that you may have a more or- 
derly and demonſtrative underſtanding of what they teach us in this matter, 
you are to recall to your memory ſomething of what I have before diſ- 
courſed out of the father, that ſo you may with one view ſee how coherent 
his ſpeculations are, and how much they confirm and are confirmed by the 
doctrine of the Goſpel. He affirms with confidence, that the ſouls of men 
are ſpirits eſſentially incorporate; that ſuch ſpirits depend much in all their 
operations on that body they are united with; that the elements of our 
terreſtrial compoſition are ſuch as almoſt fatally entangle us in vice, paſſion 
and miſery; that theſe ſouls did exiſt-and act (for to what purpoſe elſe did 
they exiſt?) before they became viſible inhabitants of the earth; that there- 
fore they then had at leaſt aerial! bodies; that the purer the body with 
which. the ſoul is united, the purer, more perfect and happy is her life and: 

operations; beſides, that Supreme Goodneſs which made all things, aſſures. ' 
us, that he made all things beſt at firſt, And therefore his recovery of us 
to our loſt happineſs (which is the deſign and purpoſe of the Goſpel) muſt 
reſtore us to our better bodies and more happy habitation. In the decla- 
ration of which recovery, if it be found that he promiſes us celeſtial bodies, 
it will be both according to what our reaſon would expect in ſo gracious a 

deſign, and does alſo not obſcurely intimate that earth was not the firſt 
element wherein we did exiſt. Upon theſe principles the father eſtabliſhes 
the preſent dogma, ſome of which we have already largely endeavoured to 


prove; the reſt are plain of themſelves, and confeſſed by all, or it is eaſy to 


have the accurate proofs of them if you think they can be doubted of: and 
therefore I ſhall leave you to make the beſt of them for the advantage of 
the father's preſent aſſertion, betaking myſelf to ſee what Scripture ſays in 
the buſineſs, after I have taken two arguments in my way, which I ſhall: 
offer to your conſideration in a more careleſs and popular manner. 


1. He that is a Chriſtian and Diſciple of the Son of God hath given. up 
himſelf to the obſervation of ſuch laws as require of him perfect holineſs 
and purity, univerſal abſtinence from all wrong and injuſtice, hearty and 
unſeigned love and good will to all mankind; and all this in the inward. 

| affection 


* 


and the clip of his OrINIo NS. 7 


affeckion of his mind, ſo that they become his nature and the very life of 

his Spirit. He is by the tenor of that holy inflirute to mortify every inor- 
dinate affection, to be dead to the ſenſe of bodily delights, not to be carried 
away with ſclf-conceit- and the tickling air of fame and honour from men, 
not to be tranſported with anger, to have no eſteem of thoſe things the 
world ſo much admires, and. ſo eagerly purſues, power and wealth: but 
cut off from all things that are without, and perfectly commanding all the 
allowed motions and deſires of his natural ſpirit, he is ſolely to live the life 
of God with entire ſubjection to his will. But do not all the world com- 
plain of the extreme difficulty of the taſk? that it is as cruel to their ima- 
gination when they think of it, and as painful to their ſenſe when they go 
about it, as the violent diſciſſion of their very life would be, could it be 
forcibly torn in pieces? Not but their minds are very well ſatisfied of the 
reaſonableneſs and juſtneſs of ſuch an undertaking, and their moſt inward 
light cannot but pronounce that the poſſeſſion of that life they are called 
to by the counſels and exhortations of the Goſpel would be a ſtate of moſt 
deſirable felicity ; ſo that if the law of their mind had a perfect ſovereignty 
over the whole man, the buſineſs was done. But alas! they are drawn 
away by the pleaſing force of the magic of the feſh, and in deſpite of all the 


ſuccour which their mind, reaſon and conſcience bring, they are willingly 
led captive by an enemy whom they Iove. This is, the Jaw of the members, 


_ whoſe very nature is warring and oppoſition to the {aw of the mind: it is 

alſo called the will, ſenſe, or afefFion of the fleſh, which hath ſuch an eſſen- 
tial enmity to God, and whatever is divine, that it can by no means be made 
Jubje& to his law. For the body of death, or tlie mortal body is, according 
to St. Paul, finful fleſh in which dwells nothing that is good, and the law of it 
is the law of fin and death, And that members, fleſh, body, death, are to be 
taken plainly and literally, both St. Paul's diſcourſe makes evident enough, 
and the experience and confeſſions of men confirm; who palpably feel that 
their tranſgreſſing the laws of God and the mind proceeds from the motions 
of the earthly body with which they are cloathed. Now theſe motions 
being as natural to it as deſcent is to heavy bodies, and as neceſſarily affect- 
ing us with the ſenſe of ſin, as fire does with warmth and heat; it follows; 
that our eftabliſhment i in a truly divine and ſinleſs life, which is the end of 
Chriſtian Religion, cannot be affected but by our obtaining ſuch a body as 


is fartheſt removed from the nature dah our n * 4 in, that 1 __— 
n or ethereal one. | 
Bo 


285 . Drecovnasy koncorning thn ne 


2. Lou cannot but have obſerved even in thoſe who art iuſttucta of 
the people in knowledge and piety men, otherwiſe learned and of good 
capacity, a ſtrange fatal proneneſs to weh opinions as are as plainly repug- 
nant and contradictious to the moſt eaſy and natural ideas of our mind as 
any can be: of which opinions many are concerning ſuch' ſubje&s whoſe 
worth and excellency ſhould make us very careful hat we think of them, 
and always tender thatwe pronounee” nothing of them which is injurious or 
mean; as God, his works, andicounſels; *whitt is holy, righteous, comely, 
equitable, and the like; whofe natures rightly known and according to 
truth, bring the greateſt eaſe and ſatisfaction, ineffable peace and quiet, 
and the, moſt pure and "acoviſhig defight'thar our minds can receive from 
any knowledge Whatever, and govern all the purpoſes and (enterpriſes of 
our ſoul, all the actions of aut᷑ lives conſiſtently, quicken and encourage 
us to all growth and progreſs i in virtue, and whatever is good: and laudable, 
and with unſhaken fortitude ſupport out hope, that our labours ſhall not 
be in yains laſtly, which. are alſo with abundant clearneſs defined in thoſe 
holy oracles -which we all believe infallible.” Whence is it then that all 
that light which ſhould clirect us t to the truth of ſuch objects is not ſeen? 
that we are ſo oaſily content to wat all that pleafure and peace ariſing 
from the knowledge of their. xruth,;” and partenrly cudure to live, act, and 
expect at. random without any. ſyfficient grounds « or 'coherency of reaſon? 
If the ſouls of men were efengially valike one another, or the ideas of 
duch were not every where che ſam, . my wonder would quickly ceaſe: 
Rays if theſe erring perſons; ere but affected with. their odd conceits in 
that moderate degree of prejudice which authority is apt to beget in us, 
where we reſpect the man wha. firſt delivered. them to us, I could be con- 
tent to look for the reaſon. of this phenomenon in the modeſty and humble 
deference. of the mind itſelf: but when J. ſee them believe ſuch groſs errors 
with ſuch eagerneſs of ſpirit, and with ſo ſettled an affection, and from a 
oongruity and ſympathy of vital diſpoſitjon, I am at a loſs to find the cauſe 
any where but in the complexidnal impurity of their caribiy bodies; whoſe 
foub teams anixing with and infeRing' that ſubtle inſtrument the ſoul uſes 
in all her ſenſes and perceptiobs, and by which all her operations are modi- 
fied, condemn them fatally to ſuch groſs miſtakes, and to an utter inſenſi - 
bility: of the. contrary truths, ſa long as they are condemned to ſee nothing 
but through ſuch a coarſe medium, and to labour for truth with ſuch un- 
qualified 
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qualified inſtruments. And knowing that not only virtue and piety; but 
alſo truth and knowledge are the natural 'accompliſhments of the ſoul, 1 
conclude; according to the father, that that complete perfection, which, 
by the warrant of the Goſpel, we hope for in the re/arre#ion, cannot be 
wrought in us unleſs we be poſſeſſed of ſuch a body, whoſe purity of tem- 
. 122 * readers to rann as 1 yon The ene one an L Hindrance 15 
nnn ele | | 
5 4 aid at the b of chis 1 ne the width of it muſt be oe. | 
cided by the teſtimony of holy ſcripture, whereof it is ſo important a part, 15 "IN 
and that the boly father is moſt ready to be concluded by its decifion; | 
therefore in the third place he argues from thence. You know St. Paul 
in his firſt. Epiſtle to the Corintbians, hath a diſcourſe on purpoſe concern- 
ing the re/urrefion ; from thence therefore, if any where, we may very well 
hope to find a determination of the matter in hand. The Apoffle, in that 
moſt excellent and learned diſcourſe, having firſt proved the refutrection 
of our ever-bleſfed Lord and Saviour, comes at laſt to anſwer the objections 
of ſome incredulous and mifinformed men in that church, which he gives 
us in theſe words, Foto ars ih dead raiſed np? and with what bodies do they - 
come? In which, if there be any ſenſe or force to make it worthy of an an- 
ſwer from the Apoſtle, it muſt be this or forne ſich like; How is it poſlible 
that thoſe bodies ſhould' riſe again and be joined to the ſouls that formerly 
actuated them, which we ſee rotted in the grave, diſſolved into duſt, and 
ſcattered over the face of the earth, or evaporated into air, and diſperſed 
as far aſonder poſſibly as the heaven is wide, and undergo ten thouſand ſe- 
veral tranſmutations, and are adopted into as many ſeveral bodies, whether 
animals or others? To which the Apoſtle anſwers, not by ſaying the power 
of God is infinite, and his knowledge infinitely diſtinct, ſo as he can And 
out and recollect all thoſe wandering atoms, and of them recompoſe that 
building which once they made: but by calling rt the objector fool for ſo 
groſsly miſtaking the queſtion, as if the Chriſtians expected the ſame indi- 
vidual body made of the ſame numerical particles of matter, which his ob- 
jection ſuppoſes ; whereas their doctrine of the re/urreFion is ſomewhat like 
that of a grain-of corn, which muſt firſt die before any thing ſpring of it, - 
and that which does ſpring up from its death is another thing from that 
61855 is ſown and died. And then, /econd/ „ by further informing him, 
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that the differences of body and matter are far more numerous than 6 s 


takes notice of; ſo that it is ſo far from being. neceſſary that we ſhould” 


have the ſame individual bodies, that there is no neceſſity we ſhould have 


bodies of the ſame ſort or kind: for the world is better ſtored than ſo, and 
contains celeſtial bodies as well as terrefirial, of different worth and excel- 
lency; and that God who gives us a body as it pleaſes him, is graciouſly 
pleaſed to give us one in the reſurrection of that kind which is moſt excellent 
and glorious, viz. heavenly and ſpiritual; and that though we have borne 
the image of the earthly Adam, having an earthly body as he had, yet it is 
not neceſſary we ſhall always do ſo; for there is an beavenly Adam too, the 
Lord, whoſe image we ſhall bear, having an heavenly and ſpiritual body as he 
hath. And leſt we ſhould miſtake what he meant by eartbly and heavenly, 
animal and ſpiritual bodies, and transfer theſe words to diſpoſitions in the 
foul, or uſe them improperly any other way to the countenancing any groſs 
or low conceit, he gives us a key of his meaning by this plain and down- 
right affirmation, that feſb and blood (a phraſe well known to ſignify the 
earthly body, and for its ſake à man in ſuch a body) cannot come to heaven, 
or the kingdom of God; for it is impoſſible that ſuch a body, which is in its 
intrinſical nature corruptible, ſhould become incorruptible, or be fit to 
inherit incorruption. And further, you may poſſibly not think it a remark 
altogether impertinent, that if the Apaſtle had been of the mind of Origen's 
adverſaries, it would be very hard to imagine why he ſhould give ſo long, 
ſo diſtin& and particular an anſwer to the queſtion. © For it may ſeem. more 
ſuitable to the authority of ſo great a perſon, when captiouſly aſked, With 


what bodies do they come? roundly to have anſwered, Vith the ſame they left 
behind them. 


Another argument out of the ſame Apoftle may be that in his /econd Epiſtle 
to the ſame Corinth. For we know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
was diſſolved, we have a building from God, an houſe not made with hands, 
eternal; in the heavens. For in this we groan, earneſtly deſiring to be cloatbed 
upon with our houſe which is from heaven. Where are plainly deſcribed two 
ſeveral houſes or bodies quite different one from the other in their materials, 
duration, and benefit to the inhabitant : the one is called earibly, and a taber- 
nacle which ſhall be diſſolved, wherein we groan through the burthenſomene/s 
of it; the other heavenly, and eternal, and hugely advantageous and defira- 
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. to us: the former characters deſigning the body we have here upon FEY 
the latter that which we expect hereafter in beavih. © So that unleſs any 
thing may be any thing, and the ſame thing while the fame be quite ano? 
ther thing; it is not poſſible but that that body we look för ! in heaven, or 

at the reſurrection, ſhould be a quite different thing from that body of fle 5 

and blood we are now cloathed with, ſince it hath fuch different] properties. 

For unleſs tlie coarſe concretion of earth as earth can be as liquid as ether or 
| heavenly matter, and that which is in its own nature aiffolublt be eternal, 
and be actually diſſolved only to be ſet together again, or that we groan 

through the oppreſſion of that weight Wille we earneſtly deſire to be bur- 
thened with again, the body which we have here cannot (according to the 

Apoftle) be that which we hope to have hereafter. And all the properties 

of the former body will, from its eſſential contexture, neceſſarily adhere e to 

it wherever it be, and the properties of the latter are the moſt genuine re- 

ſults of ethereal purity ; ſo that if St. Paul, by the building we are to have Z 

from God, by the houſe not. made with hands, deſcribes that body God will 
give us in the reſurrection of the juſt, he ſays the ſame with the holy father, 

that the myſtery of that happy time and change is this, that we ſhall then 
be cloathed with heavenly or ethereal bodies, 


This 1s ſufficient for the pidoC of this aſſertion out of W yet if 
you pleaſe you may over and above make trial, whether any convenient 
ſenſe can be made of thoſe ſo very frequent phraſes of a moral Body, a cor- 

ruptible body, a body of death, a vile body, an inglorious and infirm botly, 
a dead body, the fe of fin, and the like; if ſuch bodies may be i incorrup- 
tible, immortal, eternally living, never to die more, refulgent with lucid 
glory like the body of Chriſt, who is the Adam r, in the ſame ſenſe that 
the other Adam was j., and laſtly, be the inſtruments of perfect purity, 
righteouſneſs and holineſs. I perſuade myſelf you will find it an hard taſk 
to reconcile ſuch diſcordant attributes. But to ſay that whatever the bo- 
dies we have upon earth be in their own nature, God by his omnipotent 
power can make them ſuch as the Goſpel promiſes they ſhall be at the reſur- 
rection, and keep them by his almighty hand from death or decay, is to "0 
ſay, that miracles are very cheap with him; nay further, it is to ſay that | 
God, where he intends us a benefit, will work a perpetual miracle to keep 
us in a worſe ſtate than we might arrive to by the ordinary laws and courſe 
of nature, For it is demonſtrable from philoſophy and apparitions, that 
an 
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an aerial body will neceſſarily. fall to our ſhare upon the quitting of this we 
have; and where. the ſoul i is more than ordinarily advanced i in the progreſs 
of an holy and virtuaus life, that aerial body of her's will be! in great diſpoſi- 
tion to an ethereal purity, ſo that if the Providence of God would not inter- 
poſe herſelf, but leave things in chat ſtate they come to by her eternal laws, 
it would be much better for ſo perfect ſouls to ſtay where they are; than to 
be again cloathed with fleſb and blood... For this! is plainly to climb down- 
1 wards, and with Pretencę gf courteſy, to remand the releaſed man to his pri- 
1 8 fon and. chains. . And it 18, very Shildiſh to think that feb and blood made 
1 | gay without by I know not what imagined light and glory, is one pin the bet- 
| ter for i it; for if the houſe be ruinous in the materials and make of it, and 
Nuttiſh and unclean within, all the external painting and pargetting imagi- 
nable can neither ſecure the inhabitant from its fall; nor make their dwel- 
ling, one jot more wholeſome. The moon, as bright as ſhe looks, is as very 
* | an earth | as this we tread on, contemn, and deſire to leave. But as hard as 
Wl you will find. it to make ſenſe of thoſe Phraſes above-named which cha- 
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o cal and natural are the oppoſite expreſſions \ which deſcribe that 8 
body which ſhall certainly come thither. . For both the duration of it, its 
refulgent glory, and its eximious ſubſerviency to all purity, righteouſneſs 
and truth, do as properly. belong to a body of eibereal purity, and this only 
as any natural effect whatever to its true and ſpecific cauſe, as a very little 
{kill in philoſophy would ſatisfy any inquirer. And what greater aſſurance 
can any man have that he underſtands any thing he reads, than evidently 
to ſee that the words afe fit and appoſite, and the very ſame that all men 
uſe who write or ſpeak perſpicuouſly, and the 7bings aſſerted ſuch as ex- 
actly anſwer to the nature of things ? 


Having ſcripture ſo plainly on our ſide (for ſo for decorum ſake I muſt 
ſpeak, playing the part of an Origeniſt) I think I may be bold to expoſtu- 
late with the adver/aries, and aſk them what it is they ſeek by their ſo ea- 
gerly-defended feſbly body, and what is the prop of their tenacious confi- 
dence? For tis plain that we are nothing and are concerned in nothing 
more than what we are conſcious of, feel and perceive; that the foul alone is 
the ſubject of all ſenſe, perception, memory and affections ; that what ſne 
perceives by, is neither the fleſh nor blood, no nor the brains themſelves, 
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nor any other groſs part of our bodies, but that purer and ſubtiler matter 
in us which is called animal pirits; that if the ſoul be an immaterial ſub- 
ſtance diſtin from the body, tis as eaſily conceived, nay more eaſily, | 
how ſhe ſhould unite with an whole vehicle of ſuch Pure matter as with her 
whole terreſtrial body; eſpecially ſhe. giving us, even in this body a /peci- 
men of that capacity of her's, by being in her higheſt degree of vitality 
united with ſome portion of matter already. What is it then that they ex- 
pect from the moſt refined feſp and blood they can imagine, which they may 
not have with uſury and advantage in a body of purer conſiſtence ? or what 
is the ſcruple that makes them ſo backward in admitting ſuch a body ? To 
the former queſtion, I make no doubt they can anſwer nothing which will 
not be groſs. and ridiculous. To the latter, I know they will ſay that the 
ſcripture ſays otherwiſe: we ſhall ſee that more particularly at the n 
quere. In the mean time conſider, O ye fond doters on fleſh and blood, 
what we have already produced out of that ſacred treaſury of truth contrary 
to your dull pretenſions: and further call to mind, that as ſcripture calls 
thoſe bodies we hope for in the reſurrection of the juſt celeſtial and /piritual, 
and terms the place of our abode at that bleſſed time the kingdom of Hea- 
ven and the inheritance in Light ; ſo philoſophy and aſtronomy can demon- 
ſtrate that the matter of that happy place is mere ligbi and liquid. ſpirit or 
£ther. Why then do you pretend miſinterpreted Scripture contrary to all 
reaſon, philoſophy, and your own benefit, againſt Scripture, having philo- 
ſophy, and your advantage on its ſide? and ſince our preſent bodies by | 
which we are inhabitants of the earth are of a terreſtrial concretion, and 
conſiſt of ſuch matter which ariſes from the earth, and which after all its 
tranſmutations, elutriations, and fltrations in the body, is not purged from 
the coarſe tincture it had from its earthly original; and ſince the Scripture 
ſays that angels, the inhabitants of Heaven, are ſpirits and a flame of fire, 
and are called angels of light, as Heaven itſelf is light and fire, and appear 
always in a lucid form, and that the Devils or Dæmons are the inhabitants 
of the air (whom the ſtories of apparitions and the confeſſions of witches 
plainly prove to have bodies of air;) what croſſneſs and madneſs is it to be- 
lieve we ſhall be fellow- citizens of the angels in the kingdom of Heaven, 
and have ſuch a body, as the Apoſtle calls heavenly and ſpiritual, and yet 
to interpret that word heavenly otherwiſe than in relation to the ſubtilty and 
tenuity of the matter of Heaven; but to leave theſe pwvragea, and let you. 
E further 
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14 AD 18CoURSE concerning On16G2N. 
further ſee that St. Paul did not only ſit at the feet of Gamalie (from whom 
Mr. Gregory conceives he learned the analogy between the germination of 


a grain of corn and the reſurrection of the body) but had alſo been ad- 


mitted into the Py/bagoric $axouwn, or rather that both he and the divine Pytba- 
goras were taught by the ſame ſpirit of truth and holy knowledge, I will give 
you a taſte of that great congruity of phraſe there is in the delivery of 
their doctrine. And not to trouble you with many authors of that way, 1 
will content myſelf with Hierocles in his commentary on the golden verſes, as 
they are called. The body of fleſh we have here ppon earth, he, with St. 
Paul, calls wu and Loyxwo ; that which the pure and perfected ſpirits in hea- 
ven have, he with him calls one,, as alſo glu and avynr;, which plainly 
anſwers to St. Paul's (pe m; dog He likewiſe terms it aba, and abe, and 
aubeicr, Which is exactly the ſame with St. Pauls having put on immortality, 
and eternal, and beavenly. He ſays likewiſe, that in order to our heavenly 
Journey we muſt firſt mir Ins (nale. row ax vonclas, and that the (pa boxes 
cannot aſcend u ww aubgier ve. What is this but that fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God? And again v dale d (aha, 1 re avyoridr; cen 
weoomner Tv, avlvxw (pal Con Cen yag ent To ahh (oper, Than which it is not poſſible 
to find a better comment vpon that of St. Paul. Cloathed upon with our 


houſe which is from heaven, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life, 


Again; —ro Iles e Copecs in Trig a\oye Gon; 3) ro vane H- gvyziyanrcr, Aer or Tv arJpure, 
o i Aeris bist Y cup aids comm” St. Paul's outward and inward man, the 
earthly. and the heavenly Adam. He ſays alſo, that the ſpiritual vehicle of 
the ſoul being perfected and purged from all material anvitalnęſs or mortali- 
ty, and the lucid body being rendered pure and defzcate, we are then fit 
to be admitted into the company and converſe of the pure ſpirits which have 
ethereal bodies, and are then arrived to the angelic nature: which in the 
words of Scripture is, But ye are come to the city of the living God, the bea- 
venly Jeruſalem, to an innumerable company of angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. They are equal to the angels, and are tht children of God 
[% in Hierocl.] being the children of the reſurrection.— If by any means I 
might attain to the reſurrection of the dead. Not as if I had already attained, 
or was already perfected. Laſtly, that I draw the parallel no further, in 
this zbeory of bodies he uſes the words of mryzw and anafiuoncya, I need 


not tell you, much leſs ſhew you, that he does not uſe ſuch words alone. 
I ſhall 


and the chiefeft of bir Ortxrons. 15 


1 fhall 3 you with no more examples, theſe being ſufficient and 
| clear and appoſite enough (chiefly ſome of the firſt of them, which 1 
eſpecially intended) to ſhew you the agreement in ſtile between St. Paul 
and Hierocles. Now the uſe I make of it is this —it is notoriouſly known, 
that the Pythagoric or Platonic doctrine concerning the different ſtates of 
ſpirits incorporate, is the ſame' with Origen s; and that the words and 
phraſes they uſe to expreſs the different nature of the body by, with which 
they are cloathed, are as fit and proper (if their doctrine be true) as any 
that can be invented, is plain to every one that underſtands the uſe of 
words. Now that St. Paul ſhould uſe the ſame in the ſame matter and 
argument, yet not in the ſame ſenſe, but a quite different one, is the moſt 
unlikely thing in the world; and beſides, renders all endeavours of finding 
his ſenſe and meaning utterly fruſtrate or deſperately uncertain. But if St. 
Paul uſed them in the ſame ſenſe- with thoſe philoſophers, then it is mani- 
feſt that Origen's doctrine of the reſurrettion i is the * with St. whe and 
therefore iiber true. Fo 1 oe | 


There is a reverend ductor of our Church, of eximious piety and learn- 
ing (and long may he live to be a light in this perverſe generation, and 
the envy ' of thoſe that are adverſaries and afflicters of our dear Mother) 
whom I have heard to be of opinion, that this Hierocles of whom we have 
been ſpeaking was a Chriſtian, and who intends to encreaſe the number of 
his learned and uſeful writings,” with a diſſertation to prove the ſame, If 
this report of him be true; I make no doubt but amongſt other arguments 
which have perſuaded him to entertain this paradox, the great agreement 
in doctrine and phraſe betwixt the holy pen-men of Scripture and that au- 
thor, is not the leaſt. But to the verifying of my conjecture, you muſt 
e till that en work of his ſee the light. 


I come now to- the Father s other opinion, viz. that after long neriods 
of time, thoſe who ſhall be conſigned to future torments, will be delivered 
from thoſe torments, and become inhabitants of ſuch . 822 of the world 
as their natures fit them for. 


9 Fi 


There are in ſome men's minds, ſays the author of the diſcourſe, won- 
derful high reaches at great and unuſual objects: that diſpoſition of ſoul 
whence 
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whence FAS e offers proceed you may not upproperly cal the 
magnificence of the intellecłt ;, which often. hath ſomething of temerity in it, 
as the moral virtue of that name not ſeldom hath ſome touch! of ambition. 
But as we are very favourable to this, and apt to pardon its ſmaller extrava- 
gances, for the ſake of thoſe high deſigns and eminent works to which they 
adhere : ſo by the ſame reaſon and juſtice ought that other-to be candidly 
ſentenced by us when it ſeems to ſlip, becauſe of thoſe raiſed and concerning 
diſcoveries it makes where it lights right; and happily ; eſpecially where it 
ſeems to have been betrayed by a forward and pious endeavour of doing ho- 
nour to God. Which is Origen's caſe here; of whom his greateſt adverſaries 
cannot in reaſon, but confeſs, that the error they conceive him fallen! into in 
this opinion proceeded, from his over- great ſolicitude of rendering the ways 
of Providence clear, righteous and benign. |, Yet this, as ſtrange as it looks, 
hath its probabilities too as well as the former. For he looked upon God 
as making all things for their good and benefit, with this gracious deſign, 
that they might be happy according to their place and order in the infinite 
orb of beings.” Some whereof would neceſſarily be ſo far removed from the 
ſtability of his bleſſed and immutable perfection, that he plainly foreſaw 
and wondered not at their future change and deſcent from their original in- 
tegrity ; which though it would not happen to them without their own fault, 
yet his moſt juſt and righteous eyes could not but more favourably look 
upon the miſcarriage, ſince it proceeded ſomewhat from that incompoſſibility 
which his own hands had wrought in their eſſential contexture, and from a 
too-free and careleſs uſe of ſuch natural powers and enjoyment of ſuch de- 
lights as he himſelf had made, and permitted to them in due bounds and 
meaſures. For it ſeems true, and not diſhonourable to God, that fin itſelf 
proceeds from no power of the ſinner's own making, neither is tlie pleaſure 
of it from any ſuitableneſs and congruity which he deviſed; for he finds 
them both made ready to his hand: only he was fo careleſs and unhappy as 
to tranſpoſe things from their due places, and make ſuch combinations of 
them as were to 1 own damage i in the event, and ſuch as were not prima- 
rily intended by that moſt wiſe and benevolent Mind which made and or- 


dered al things to the beſt they were capable of. 


That EA Mind therefore making all things out of a principle of infi- 
nite love, and for the good and” happineſs of the things themſelves, and 
ſceing- 
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freeing 8 and how he had made them, and what was likely ; 
to be the lot of ſome of them from the neceſſary unperfectneſs of their na- 
tures, if their future ill hap was like to be infinitely more ſharp and dolo- 
tous than all the good they ſhould enjoy from him till that calamity befel 
them grateful and pleaſant, his great compaſſion certainly would have per- | 
ſuaded him quickly to annihilate them; or rather his wiſdom would have 8 
judged it more decorous never to have made them. For aſſuredly he need- 1 

ed them not in any reſpect, leaſt of all as they were miſerable. But we ſee 

ſuch mutable creatures made, and hear nothing of their annihilation; (as in- 

deed it would be very ſtrange we ſhould, for this would be as much as to 

ſay, God had made ſuch beings as he could not continue in being with con- 

ſiſtency with his own attributes: that I may not add that poſſibly ſuch was 

the manner of the production of all things as makes armibilation impoſtible) 

therefore we may be aſſured there ere ſuch reſerves in his moſt wiſe and 

gracious providence, as will both vindicate his ſovereign goodneſs and wiſ- | 

dom from all juſt diſparagement, and take ſuch courſe with, and fo diſpoſe | 2 
of all his creatures, as they ſhall never be but in ſuch a condition, which, I 
all things conſidered, will be far more eligible than never to have been. 8 

Amongſt which ways and diſpoſitions of Providence, wherein his wiſdom, 

rectitude and mercy all concur, puniſhment is not the leaſt, nor unprofitable 

to the puniſhed. And this ſharper kind of favour hath a very juſt and 

righteous place in ſuch creatures as are by nature mutable. For this natu- 

ral mutability paſſed not into an actual declination from their better princi- 

ples of life without. their fault, and ſuffering a poſſibility of being worſe to 

prevail above an actual power of continuing better. And therefore Provi- = 
.dence hath interwove in the natures of things, and all ſtates and conditions | 
of life, ſuch acerbities and incommodities as may give check to them when f 
they are deſcending lower than they ought, and n remind dem of 

the better condition they have left. 


But if this gentler ſmart and 8 will not el . but they F.. 
for all that ſtill further purſue forbidden and uncertain pleaſures, and think ©Y 
them not dearly bought though mixed with bitterneſs; yet we are not | 

ſtraight to conclude that Providence hath given them over, either as utterly 
unfit for her care and GEipling,, or: e beyond her e of cure 
F e 21000 
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and emendarion; For beſide her ordinary und natural ways of nurture and 

correction, ſnhe can, and will, when it ſeems fit or neceſſary, with a ſeverer 

hand ſcourge theſe rebels to her gentler laws, and contemners of her milder 

rebukes. And ſuch will be that day of fiery vengramee, when the inferior 

elements df nature ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth and all the works 

thereon be burnt up, and the air be filled with ſuffocating ſmoak, which 
the ſhall ſend up from her inflamed entrails. Into which far-ſpreading 

lake of flow-confuming fire and ſulphureous ſtench the unreclaimable 
devils and-obſtinately-wicked men ſhall be, by the righteous hand of God, 
precipitated. A ſad pitiable fate and torture unſufferable l but no doubt 
as juſt as great. Juſt, I ſay, not only according to the eſtimation of mo- 
dern theology (which from an excefs of compliment to the juſtice of God 
becomes almoſt as rude and troubleſome as the aſs in the fable, who did 
not fawn upon, but invade his maſter, and which tragieally pronounces, 
that the leaſt peccadillo highly deſerves the greateſt puniſument conceiva- 

ble ;) but alſo in the compute and judgment of that all-righteous Mind 
which judges and orders all things by the living law of equity. But what 
though it be ſo great and juſt, is it therefore ſo quite different from the 
reaſon of all other puniſhments inflicted by God or man, that there is no- 
thing in it of that n for which they are inflicted? They are curative, and 
for the emendation of che party fuffering; but this, if it be eternal in the 
ſcholaſtic ſenſe of the word, leaves no place for the bettering of the ſuffer- 
ers, who are never to get out of this inexplicable labyrinth of woe and mi- 
ſery. Or becauſe this exceeds alt other punifhments imaginable, muſt it 
alſo ſo infinitely tranſcend the very meaſures and propottions of this kind 
of diftributive juſtice? If not, why ſhould we think that the pain and ſmart 
of it ſhall be infinitely great and long, when the pleaſure reaped by the 


tranſgreſfion which brought the puniſhment is not in any degree equal; 


and when a ſhorter torture may make the punifhed change their mind, or 
leave it as very probable they would do were they out of their torture, and 
in an opportunity to ſhew it? And to imagine that God ſuffers any real in- 
jury and detriment from the tranſgreſſions of a peccable creature, which 
muſt (ay they) be infinite, becauſe he is ſo, and therefore deſerve a puniſh- 
ment in all reſpects infinite, is to talk of God very meanly, and too much 
after the manner of men; and to ſet ſuch a rule for the meaſuring the de- 
merit of a fault by, as will make all fins equal, and which they themſelves 
confeſs 
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bonifets will — univerſally hold good | towards any 3 ee. an 
therefore may be juſtly ſuſpected to be a falſe one. 
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* "Now to think theſe miſerable dg are ſo far _— as to he 3 

power of all redreſs and reſtitution, is to ſuppoſe God made ſome of his . 
ereatures very untowardly ; and that when he pronounced they were all 
very good, he looked only upon the primitive ſtate they were in when they 
came freſh out of his gracious hands, and was ſo taken with that, that he 
omitted to caſt his all comprehenſive eyes to all poſſible .conditions they 
might afterwards fall into. For certainly if he had done ſo, and ſeen chis 
never-to-be-ended doom of intolerable pain and anguiſh of body and mind, 
the infinite compaſſionateneſs of his bleſſed nature would ſcarcely have 

given ſo chearful an approbation to the works of his hands. For none of 
them are good to him, as advantaging him ought; and thoſe of them he 
foreſaw would be fo remedileſly calamitous as this hypotheſis ſuppoſes, 
would have been ſo far from being good as to themſclyes, that it would 
have been the greateſt favour God could do to them never to have brought 
them into being. But then to think they are not beyond the power of 
redreſs and recovery, and that that great puniſhment they ſhall undergo in 
the end of this world, may contribute much thereto, and yet to imagine 
they ſhall for all this their better diſpoſition be ſtill kept in it for ever and 
ever, is to fix ſo harſh a note upon the mercy and equiry of the righteous 
Judge of all the world, that the ſame 1 in a man we ſhould for eyer 4 
execrate and abominate. And that they are in a poſſibility , of being bet · . 
ter, if God ſo pleaſe, and do not purpoſely hinder it, is not improbably | | 
concluded by the father from hence, That fin wherein they are ſo obdu- 1 
rately ſettled, though it hath extinguiſhed or ſilenced the divine life in | 
them, and for the preſent ſubjected them only to the ſenſe, reliſh and ex- 
erciſe of the natural or animal, yet it hath left them their reaſon and un- 
derſtanding, fuch as it is, conſideration and memory, which, like merce- 
nary ſoldiers, will fight on either ſide, and incline to and ſerve that I ife 
which is moſt powerful : if therefore the vigorous alliciency of the brutiſh 
nature be abated, thoſe powers will liſten to better counſels, and reſume. 
the ſeeds and inchoation of a better life and nature. And certainly a 
ſearching, ceaſeleſs pain, ſpreading through ſoul and body, will ſo abate 
* conſume all that joy they formerly took in their brutiſh rebellion, that 
S any 
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20 A Discounst concerning OnRtiGEn, 
any offer of releaſe will be welcome to them now the tumult and hurry of 
their former luſts and eager affections is flackened, which alone before 
made them incapable of better advice; and their cloſe-adhering pain which 
ſticks to them, and ſcorches them worſe than Hercules's irt, ſhould, ane- 

thinks, neceſſarily force them to take up ſtrong and peremptory reſolutions 

and indignation againſt thoſe courted, whoſe fruits they now feel ſo direful 

to them, 


What is it then that ſhould make the merciful Governer of heaven and 
earth and bell too, the compaſſionate Father of ſpirits, either forcibly to 
keep off and prevent this natural courſe of things, or, which, is worſe, 
ſuffer thoſe offers and preparations which it induces for the Lettering the 
preſent condition of ſo great and ſo conſiderable a part of his creation, and 
for the putting of them in a way of return to what he at firſt made them, 
to come to nought? If we look but into the natural world, we ſhall find 
that no diſpoſition of matter to the ſuſception of life is rendered void and 
fruſtrate z but that there is always ready at hand ſo fruitful a principle as 
perfects and completes whatever is preſented to its further vivification : 
and yet this principle is but the 3rute obſcure ſhadow of that Almighty Good- 
ne/s and exuberant life, which actuates and manages the moral and intel- 
leftual world. Surely then nd preparation happens here which is not car- 
ried onwards as far as it is capable; eſpecially ſince this may be done, and 
yet theſe miſerable ſouls we are ſpeakingof, pay ſoundly for their rebellious 
tranſgreſſions by a very long, exceeding great, and intolerable torture, 
both of body and mind. And indeed, by how much greater it is, by ſo 
much ſurer may we be that it will ſometimes have an end by the neceſſity 
of nature. Si gravis, brevis, takes place here too; for it being uncon- 
ceivable how the ſoul ſhould ſuffer any pain or torture, but by the harſh 
and diſcordant motions of the body wherewith ſhe is vitally united, if this 
union ever ceaſe, ſhe will become ſenſeleſs; and this union being con- 
ditional upon certain terms on both ſides, and the conditions being ſuch as 
are not necefſarily at all times preſent to either of them, it may very well 
be thought that it may be diſſolyed. For if the induction of an unnatural 
foulneſs and impurity, or an over vehement agitation into the blood and 
' ſpirits, and other fluid parts of the body, if old age itſelf can make the ſoul 
quit her unfit tenement, what ſhall we think ſhe will do when it is all on 

| | fire, 
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fire; when all che motions of it are but one continued great pain? Which 
diſpoſition of body when come to its height by long continuance, is cer- 
tainly far more contrary to that vital temper the ſoul requires in the body 
ſhe will livingly join with, than either coarſeneſs of blood, or conſumption 
of animal moiſture. For as if any actually- perceived pleaſure was that 
vrhich tempted and drew out the ſoul to join with her body, no man would 
ſay ſhe would ever unite with that body from whoſe croſs conſtitution ſne 
ſhould be affected with nought but pain: ſo where that congruity in her 
which diſpoſes her to that union is more deeply pitched in her imperceptive 
powers, a man would be apt to think nevertheleſs, that ſhe could not vitally 
take hold of any body from conjunction with which ſhe ſhould after feel no 
motions but” ſuch as would torture her. And we may eaſily perſuade our- 
ſelves, that that diſpoſition of body which will not prolicite the ſoul to join 
with it when ſhe is free, and her unfelt appetite catching, cannot for ever 
tie her to it when forced upon her by her ſad fate. And the matter ſhe 1s 
then ſurrounded with, being all of that anvital temper, it ſeems neceſſary 
that ſhe ſhould ceaſe from all life and ſenſe. So that whitherſoever we look, 
whether to the gracious providence of God, or the neceſſity of the nature of 
things, we find ſome probable hope that the puniſhment of the damned, as it 
implies the ſenſe of pain, ſhall not be eternal in the higheſt ſenſe of the word. 
And the Scripture too may ſeem to favour us, in that it calls this dreadful 
doom by the name of eternal death; which one would think did very ſtrangely 
ſet out that ſtate and condition wherein is the higheſt and moſt pungent 
ſenſe; but it does very appolitely expreſs the ſenſe of Origen's hypotheſis 
explained after the latter and more probable way. But whether their releaſe 
be by any change wrought in the diſpoſition of their ſpirits, but without 
death, or whether by an eſcape, as it were, by dying to the body ſo tortured, 
there is no doubt to be made, but that both ways they may come into play 
again, and try their fortunes once more in ſuch regions of the world as 
Providence judges fit for them. For all things were made that they might 
have their being, and ſuch of them as are capable of life and ſenſe, and 
yet never exerciſe it, had as good not be at all, for they would be uſeleſs 
both to themſelves and others; but certainly there never were, nor ever 
will be, ſuch things in the world, which was created, and is governed by 
that eternal Mind which does nothing fooliſhly and in vain. And though 


that raging fire which will in the conſummation of all * ſeize upon 
8 the 
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; the earth, will render it and the adjoining atmoſpbere unhabitable for the 
= _ preſent; yet that this ruinous defacement of things will extend through + 
= the whole compaſs of nature, is neither the belief of  Chriftians, nor the 
aſſertion of ſuch philoſophers as were, through their ſkill in the conſtitution 
of the world, fit to judge of ſuch theories. And therefore if any man can 
conceive any of theſe ſouls which ſhall be puniſhed in that ſulphureous lake: 
N fit to emerge out of it, he need not be at a loſs for habitations for them 
elſewhere. | traced] 
Baut if the other way be more probable, that there is no getting out but 
by death, which is rather a dying in it; yet ſince they therefore only die 
becauſe the matter all about them is then ſuch as they cannot livingly: 
unite with it, though their radical principles of vitality are ſtill. ſafe and» 
unperiſhable; and ſince that matter which for the preſent is ſo deadly, is. 
as capable as ever of ſuch modifications as are vital and'healthful,. and will. 
even by the courſe of nature, after long periods of time, ſettle again into! 
ſuch a wholeſome temper ; what ſhould hinder but that theſe puniſhed ſouls,; . 
whom long vexing pain drove from all commerce with matter, and caſt. 
them into a ſenſeleſs ſleep, will after their long. inactivity awake again into: - 
life and action, when all things are become ſo freſh and fit to receive them? 
For if Providence hath been ſo favourable as to eſtabliſh ſo gracious an order 
in the nature and courſe of things. as will lead thoſe miſerable ſpirits: to a- 
5 releaſe at laſt, ſhe certainly will not be unwilling that they ſhould live again 
g | when all things conſpire to give them life, and they continue capable of. 
N receiving it. But I am ſtepping, methinks, before I was aware, ſays the 
author, into the laſt opinion of the learned father, which is this, viz. 
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That the earth after her conflagration ſhall become habitable again, and 
be the manſion of men and other animals, and this in eternal viciſſitudes. 


The philoſopher in his politics ſays, thoſe inſtruments are the beſt con- 
trived, and do their work beſt, which ſerve but one effect and end. But 
furely it is an argument of a larger and more comprehenſive wiſdom, to- 
make one and the ſame thing ſerve to ſeveral good purpoſes ; as we ſee Pro- 
vidence hath done both in the bodies of particular animals, and alſo of that. 


great and wniver/al one the world, And the ſame courſe ſhe takes in the 
conflagration 
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une of the earth ; for that one fire will be the juſt and ſalutary pu- 
niſhment of rebellious ſpirits, and the reſtoration of the earth grown old 
and effete unto an healthful genital ſtrength and verdure. And ſo wonder- 
fully ſportful is ſhe (as I may ſo ſpeak with reverence) in the government 
of the world, and the aſcents and deſcents of her great wheel are ſo unex 
peed, and ſo ſeemingly unlike one another, (yet the ſame hand and 
counſel turns all, and to the ſame end) that that very region of the world, 
and the face of things in it, which even now ſeemed miſerable and forlorn, 
and the region of malediction, a delivery from which was thought well 
bought at the price of death and utter inſenſibility, even this at the next 
ſucceeding roll becomes a flouriſhing paradiſe, thick ſet with vigorous life, 
and adorned with all the charms and gaiety of freſh youthful pleaſure, For 
the holy father might think it no extravagant conjecture, to imagine that 
the proceſs and conſequences of that great fire will be ſomewhat the ſame 
with thoſe we daily obſerve upon earth in bodies ſubjected to the opera- 
tion of fire, moſt of which conſiſt of a twofold principle, the one more 
denſe and ſolid, the other ſubtle and tenuious : but when fire is applied to 
the whole, and ſpreads its inſinuating active atoms through every com- 
miſſure of parts where either it finds or can make its way, the finer and 
more agitable particles, by this new heat and motion got amongſt them, 
iſſue out in ſmoke and vapour from thoſe places of reſtraint where they before 
lay more ſtill, into the free and open air; but the more heavy and ſolid are 
feft behind, as which the too-ſubtle parts of fire, notwithſtanding all their 
activity, could not carry away with them, being overpowered by their ex- 
ceſs of magnitude. And though we obſerve not any farther progreſs in 
ordinary fires, and care not what becomes of the evaporated parts of the 
conſumed body; yet where either uſe or curioſity leads our obſervation on 
further, and we would not have thoſe parts diſſipated and loſt, we then find 
that they which ſteamed forth in a vaporous rarity, being kept in by fit 
receivers, and falling in cloſely with one another, do at laft fall down again 
in a watery conſiſtence, retaining the ſame nature they had before they 
| were forced out of the body they belonged to. And if the return of this 
deſcending dew was fo ordered, that it might have time enough to infinu- 
ate itſelf again equally through all the vacuities it made in the body by its 
departure, it would no doubt bind and conſolidate the looſer parts thereof, 
and tincture the whole concretion with its ſpecific virtue and qualities. 
| . 
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24 A Disec OURS * concerning Ont GE N, 
For this is no more than letting ground wrought out of heart lie fallow 


for ſome years, and it again will anſwer the Hopes and reward the labour 
of i its tiller. 


Though this example” of the ordinary operation of fire and its conſe- 
quences, for many reaſons, falls ſhort of thoſe advantages for vitality and 
fertility, which may be expected from the conflagration of the earth; yet as 
it is, it lets us ſee, in ſome meaſure, what will be the neceſſary effect of 
that piece of divine chemiſtry, in which ſeas and rivers, and all the evapo- 
rable parts of the upper region of the earth, (for the metallic regions be- 
low are too ſolid to be much concerned in this matter) and all things 
thereon, will in a thick confuſed cloud, mount aloft and cover the face of 


heaven, filling the air with pitchy darkneſs ; but their own oravity, and 


that cauſe which limits the extent of the atmoſphere, will neceſſarily keep 
them below the purer regions of heaven or ther : ſo that rolling up and 
down in the lower vault of heaven, and kept yet from deſcending by that 
ſmothering heat that is amongſt them, that intenſe fire under them, and 


the continual aſcent of new vaporous ſteams, they. will at laſt, when theſe 


cauſes abate, and themſelves become more crowded and confert through 
their exceſlive copiouſneſs, fall down in trickling dewy ſhowers, and mix 
again with that great heap of aſhes which covers tiie face of the earth, and 
make her fruitful and vegetative, and fill her emptied channels with 
wholeſome ſtreams ; the air alſo will be kindly cooled and moiſtened by 
thoſe long-deſcending ſhowers which paſs through it. So that ſo far as 
concerns material preparations of life, here may be a new world .again, if 
God ſo pleaſe. And unleſs he purpoſely put a ſtop to the courſe of nature, 
the great principle of vegetative life will neceſſarily ſhape the matter, when 
duly modified, into all kind of trees, plants, herbs and flowers ; for the 
inferior ſpirit of the world acts not by choice, but fatally ; and being eſſen- 
tially ſtored with univerſal ſeminality, will not fail to bring her treaſure 
into view, when invited by congruous and ſequacious diſpoſitions of mat- 
ter. And methinks it is very odd there ſhould be ſo fair and pleaſant a 
garden, and none to enjoy the fruits and fragrancy of it. But if philoſophy 
hath rightly determined that the ſouls of brutes are ſpirits (which for my 


own part I think is W with demonſtrative evidence) and therefore re- 
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ain after all fates whatever undiminiſnable and indiſſipable in their entire Fa 
fubſtances, we heel not fear thoſe Nr fruits will r up, and die un 
enen. 535 


For let the concilining principle of fouls and matter be what it will, 
either /permatic. only, or ſenſitive too, the ſouls of brutes will. not fail to 
unite with it now it is become ſo fir, If the former, their expergefaction 1 
into life will then be as neceſſary as the growth of herbs and flowers: if 
the latter, then, ſince the pleaſures of ſenſitive life are the top of the felicity 
they are capable of, and conſequently their ſtrongeſt deſires are bent thi- 
therward and without any.check, they will as certainly unite with” matter 
whereby they may enjoy them, as they will eat meat caſt to them when 
their appetite is edged with a keen hunger. But ſince the former is more 
rational, and is found in the ſouls of men and demons as well as beaſts, 
what ſhould hinder it from having the ſame effect in all, and fo both earth 
and air be again repleniſhed with their reſpective. inhabitants and for the 
earth it may be further ſaid, that the decorum and gongruity of the thing 
perſuades it. For ſince there ſeems little leſs than a neceſſity, that ſhe 
ſhould be furniſhed with all manner of fruits and brute animals, and that 
the greateſt part and chiefeſt kinds of thoſe fruits are ſuch as are either little 
regarded or cannot be come at by the beaſts, (that I may not add how 
quickly the ſoil where they grow and the plants that bear them will decay 
and come to nothing without human culture;) and further, ſince many 
ſpecies of beaſts themſelves ſeem ſo made with relation to man, that with- 
out him they would be ill provided for, or too much expoſed to ſuch as 
would prey upon them, and the exerciſe of their chief powers could not be 
called forth, and many appetites and affections which hugely pleaſe. them 
would find little or no gratification ; this congruity of things, I ſay, would 
almoſt perſuade one that man ought alſo to appear on the earth, to be the 
father of this great family, the lord, governor, patron and defender of all 
the creatures therein. And there is nothing in the nature of God to make 
us doubt of the truth of theſe pleaſant conjectures, but much which favours 
them. For, for theſe better and more perfect ſpirits to continue yet in 
being, and yet to be kept for ever dead and ſenſeleſs, is to fill the world 85 
with that which i is perfectly uſeleſs and in vain, (48 I ieee above 3 1 
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and to be capable not only of life, but alſo upon a new trial of their for- 
tune to be in more than à poſſibility of making a better choice than that 
they paid ſo dearly for, and of returning in due time to that ſtate of holi- 
neſs and felicity God made them for, (to all which worthy purpoſes they 
may now have a fair opportunity) and yet after all this to ſay that God is 
ſo far from furthering and helping on theſe hopeful beginnings, that, on 
the contrary, by a peremptory will and violent hand he ſtrangles them, 
is at leaſt to ſay this, that there is no certain nor probable arguing'from 
the attributes of God, by which I, through a certain infirmity of my na- 
ture, was always the moſt ſtrongly convinced that I was by any way of ar- 
guing whatever. But if a man may with any probability argue from the 
nature of God in ſuch ſubjects and aboùt fuck effects as depend on his ope - 
ration; I, in the perſon of Origen, deſirè his adverfaries briefly to compare 
the ſtate of things after the canfagratibn of the earth with that which they 
ſay was before any thing was made. God was then infinitely good and kind, 
and by that his infinite, goodneſs was moved ty create the world; ſuch is 
he till, for his ble Ature is immutable. The things afterward created 
by him were not then in being; here they are all in being and want only 
his prrmiſſve or ordering hand of Providence. They were then only in a 
Poffibility of being well and happily made; here they are in the very next 
ſtep to being ſo even by the neceſſary laws of nature. Thoſe reaſonable 
creatures he then made were not indeed ſinners and tranſgreſſors; yet they 
were made of ſuch a nature as they might very likely become ſuch after- 
ward, and they have now ſoundly ſmarted for it, and have been afflicted 
even unto death, and at this term revenge itſelf ſtops: then certainly juſt 
and righteous puniſhment inflicted by the Father of Mercies and Father of 
the ounithed will not go beyond it; which if it do not, it will be very hard 
for them to give any tolerable reaſon why the earth ſhall not become habi- 
table again after her conflagration and purification by fire, and be the man- 
ſion o men and other net as well as it was in the firſt production of it. 


This is the firſt part of the father's opinion; but if this u was ona 
for true; and but one reſtoration of the earth and replanting of her. with 
all her proper inhabitants was acknowledged, he that believes this would 
find no difficulty in believing that eternal vicifitude' and infinite repetition 
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of conflagrations and re- productions which in the ſecond part of the dogma he 


aſſerts. For ſince nothing periſhes out of the compaſs of univerſal nature, 


neither /pirit nor matter, it is plain there will be always ready at hand 


both the materials and inhabitants of the zhoy/andth habitable earth as well 


as of the ſecond; and that moſt benign principle which made and governs 


all things, is neither leſſened nor changed at that thouſandth period from 4 


what it was at the /zcond. 


You may now poſſibly expect that the pious father ſhould confirm his 
doctrine out of fcripture, as in moſt of the former he did. But here he 
bids you call to mind the advertiſement he gave you at the beginning of 
the ſecond dogma, and conſider how neceſſary and decorous it was that 
the holy pen-man of Scripture ſhould not run out into ſuch abſtruſe 


natural theories, which ſo few of thoſe they were to chriſtianixe would be 


capable of, but keep themſelves within the bounds of thoſe few plain arti- 

cles which were neceſſary to the reforming the worlds Land begetting in the 
minds of the ſimpleſt a firm hope of life and imm 
terring all men from the ways of ſin and untighteouſneſs by that ſad after- 
clap they muſt expect in the end of this world, leaving all further conſider- 
ations not repugnant to theſe to the laudable curioſity of ſuch as nature and 
education had fitted for ſuch enquiries. Yet will he not wholly fruſtrate 
your expectation, for I find him making uſe of theſe following places. of 
. Scripture in behalf of his opinion; Of old baſt thou laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of thy bands. They ſhall periſh, but thou 
| endureſt ; ; yea all of them ſhall wax old like a garment : as a vefture ſhalt thou 
change them, and they ſhall be changed; but thou art the ſame. Where he 
ſays ſuch a periſbing is exegetically ſignified, both of the earth and regions 
of the air, as is conſiſtent with but a change; but where there is only a 
change the ſubſtance is not deſtroyed. And this change being as the 
change of a garment worn out or decaying, ſuppoſes not only a change 


for another, (which it certainly does, unleſs he that hath worn out ohe 


garment, and after goes naked, be ſaid to change his cloaths) but alſo 
for a newer and better. Alſo that of St. Paul, The faſhion of this world 


paſſes. away, 1. e. like a turning ſcene, to exhibit a freſh and new repreſen- 


tation of things; and if only the 2 of this world, or the preſent out- 
ward 


hereafter, and de- 
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ward dreſs and appearance of things, go off, the ſubſtance is Robot de to 
remain intire. And that of the prophet Jaiab, Bebold I make new heavens 
and a new earth; and the former ſhall not be remembered nor come into mind. 
How exactly does this agree with his hypotheſis, whether you interpret 
the latter part of it concerning the excellency of the vernant youth and 


ſpring of the renewed world above the ſqualid and decrepit age of the old 


one, or concerning that perfect oblivion in the inhabitants of the new that 
ever they lived before the old? And that that neu beavers and new earth may 
be underſtood in a phyſical ſenſe, both St. Peter and St. John make it not 
utterly improbable ; nor though our tranſlation ſeems to lay an emphaſis * 
upon we in that place of Peter, as if the expected new beavens and earth, 
according to promiſe, were thoſe habitations of glory which Chrift ſhall 
give to his faithful ſubjects in his heavenly kingdom, is there any thing 
in the Greek which countenances ſuch an emphaſis. The whole is plainly 
thus, That fire ſoall melt. and diſſolve all the combuſtible © elements of nature; 
yet for all that, aagan ir be hath promiſed, we expect there ſhall be new 
beavers and new earth, or beavens and earth again, whoſe inhabitants ſhall be 
better and more righteous than thoſe of the decaying and corrupted world are. 
And the viſion of a new beaven and new earth in St. Jobn does ſo immedi- 


ately ſucceed the univerſal judgment, and the caſting of death and Hades 


into the lake of fire, that it would almoſt perſuade : a man that that is to ſuc- 
ceed it alſo in order of time, ſince there is ſb great a congruity in the thing 
for it ſo to do. For ſuppoſe this-opinion true, and to have been a part of 
the apocalyptical viſions, what fitter and more natural place could you aſſign 
it amongſt them than that it now hath, according to our preſent interpre- 
tation ? 

I will trouble you but with one argument more, though conſiſting of 
more texts than one, but all in the ſame epiſtle of St. Peter. And ſpared 


not the old world, but preſerved OTA0ON x . AIKAIOEYNHE KAPTKA, having 


brought the flood upon the world of the ungodly. This they are willingly igno- 
rant of, that there were of old heavens and earth, conſiſting of and placed 
amid? the waters by the word of God. By which conflitution of things the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, periſhed. But the heavens 
and earth which now are by the ſame word are kept in fore, reſerved for fire at 
the 
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the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. To theſe texts add that 
which we cited before, But we look for new heavens and a new earth; and 
then compare the ſeveral paſſages in them one with another : for example, 
the phyſical ſtate and conſtitution of things before the flood is called the 
old or original world, the then world, the heavens and earth which were of 
old; that after the flood is called the heavens and earth which now are, and 
in reſpe& of the former might as properly be called the new world, as 
that is called the od world in reſpect of it; that which is to ſucceed the 
burning of this, is (as we have conjectured) termed new heavens and a new 
earth in reſpect of the /econd. The fir of theſe three worlds is ſaid to 
periſh or to be deſtroyed by water for the puniſhment of the ungodly, yet ſo 

as Noah was preſerved to be a preacher of righteouſneſs, as ſome inter- 
preters expound it. The ſecond \ is ſaid to be reſerved to the deſtruction of 


fire for the perdition of ungodly men, that ſo the third may be the babi- 
tation of righteouſneſs. 


Now ſince they are fo diſtinctly deſcribed as ſeu , and ſince the 
changes happening to them are called deffructionii A their ends are 
the ſame, to wit, the puniſhment of the ungodly : wh mould we imagine 

ſo vaſt a difference, that the deſtruction of the fr# ſhould be followed with 
a new plantation of mankind by Noah and his ſons, of animals by the pairs 
of each kind reſerved in the ark, and of all kind of plants by their own 
fruitful ſeminalities, but nothing follow upon the deſtru&ion of: the 
ſecond but a perfect irrecoverable exciſion of all things; when yet the way 
that this is to be deſtroyed by does as naturally lead to a re- production as 
that of the other, but after a far longer time. There is one thing more I 
am-to put you in mind of, which I had from a very good hand, concern- 
ing one of the texts above cited, to wit, about that odd diſturbed order 
of words in this ſentence, ede, Nat dnaraoum; aufen eprnats* for ſuch it muſt 
needs ſeem according to that interpretation which makes it oy eus and 
that other which makes him be called e, becauſe he was one of the 
eight ſaved in the ark, is harſh, and without example in Scripture, ſo far . 
as I remember. What then if there be a myſtery in the buſineſs ? (as you 
know numbers have been commonly uſed to this purpoſe by the anctent 
wiſdom both holy and profanc} * as Enoch, who was TER is called 
I e 


* 


1 Discov ze concerning On1GEn, 
the ſeventh from Adam, as a type of. that expected ſabbatiſm in the laſt. day 


of the millennial hebdomade and*of this world: fo Mab, who begun the 


world again, is called the eighth, (not from Adam) as a Rufe fignifying 


this, that the ſimply-laſt period « of this lower world was not then come to 
an end, but was ſtill to be counted onward; and the production or draw- 


ing out of the exiſtence of things being here ſymbolically taught, it would 
be more expreſsly done by reckoning upward in the numeral ſcale, thas by 


: beginning again at the fr# of that long bebdomade. 


But enough of theſs fanciful conjedtures, a as alſo of. the arguments | from 


' Scripture to confirm this laſt opinion of Origen. Unto all which if you in 


the perſon of others make anſwer and ſay, that there is no neceſſi ity that 
theſe places ſhould be ſo interpreted as the father interprets them, but 
that other convenient ſenſes may be put upon them, I. am perfectly of 
your mind; but yet further reply: 


ey hot > anſwer you have formed for them are commonly: 

will not admit of a philoſophical concluſion, 
RAE attributes of God and neceſſity of nature rightly 
underſtood, and be ſuch as was not decorous nor becoming the ſimplicity 


Firſt, That th 


of the Goſpel to be expreſsly and of ſet purpoſe taught by the holy writers: 


of Scripture, who were only to mind the greater and more neceſſary doc-- 


trines of Chriſtian faith and ns. unleſs it alſo Ang the teſtimonials of. 
Divine Writ. 


Secondly, Though theſe texts ſhould have a more eſpecial reſpect to» 
ſome other ſenſe than that we have given them, yet why may it not be 
that our's alſo was intended in ſome degree by the Holy Spirit! for ſince: 


the holieſt and moſt intellectual perſons would be very prone to fall into. 


this opinion, which they plainly ſaw ſo worthy of God and conſentaneous 
to reaſon, but yet could not but with ſome fearfulneſs fully embrace it,, 
becauſe like to be unuſual and not. in general vogue; it is not ſtrange 
that ſome places of Scripture ſhould be ſo contrived, as not obſcurely to 


| ling the ſame note their own thoughts had been harping on before, and ſo 


give boldneſs. and aſſurance to their conceptions ; for a little touch or in- 


timation 
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Lats Whoever they be in hots name you 96 54 this, exception, 
of what church, ſe&, or way ſoever, I doubt not they would have far 
fewer articles in their creeds and confeſſions; than they now probably have, 
and muſt profeſs the belief of fewer, opinions than now tis likely they do, 
if ſo be they thought all groundleſs which were, not built on, ſuch texts of 
Scripture as would admit of no other tolerable and plauſible expoſition 
than that they give of them. And therefore I demand of them in the Ja- 
ther's behalf, that which they in equity ought not deny him, that his opi- 
* nions ſtand as probably true, and the Scriptures cited by him as commo- 
diouſly interpreted, till ſuch time as they bring better arguments, more 
agreeing with the nature of things and the attributes of God, and clearer 
places of Scripture for the truth of the contra 


I have now given you an account of 4d Gi Fand grounds the 


learned and pious father had for thoſe fix capital errors ſome of the an- 


cients have charged him with, and under which attainder he ſtill lies from 
their authority; and have therewith anſwered your fourth quere, Where- 
in I have punctually obſerved your commands, in giving you thoſe reaſons 
only by which I find him to have maintained his opinions; and have waved 
many other very materfal or plauſible conſiderattuans for confirming the 


ſame, which ſome later authors have uſed with much danger, I have fear- - 


ed, to their leſs-ſettled (or, as they ſpeak now-adays, free) readers; and 
have alſo omitted thoſe injections rather than ſtudied thoughts which my 
own melancholic fancy hath oft with too great importunity obtruded on 
my mind: which ſametimes are ſo ſtrong in me (I will not to you diſſem- 
ble my infirmity) that all the charms of reverend names of churches, of 


articles, of confeſſions, of univerſally-approved ſyſtems, have had much 


ado to expel them, or ſo far abate their force, that I was not carried away 
by them from that ſtability and ſobriety of ſpirit upon which I defire to 
build all my conceptions. Before I come to your. quere, I muſt crave 
pardon of his venerable aſbes, if I have any where diſadvantaged his cauſe, 

either 
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